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Romans 12 

1. One thing Andrew has been trying to do in this series on work is put across the idea that 

we are all called. Calling isn’t just for pastors, missionaries, or those who work in para-

church ministries. All followers of Jesus are called, and called to good, meaningful, and 

honorable work whether that is in the home, in the marketplace, in healthcare, or in 

education, etc. How would you describe your work and calling as you reflect on your 

experience?  

 

2. In the sermon, Andrew suggested that some writers talk about various callings that we 

have. First, is the call to be fully human. Second, is the call to follow Jesus. Third, and 

downstream from the other two, is what some call a “contingent” calling where God may 

be directing us while considering our personality, life stage, personal circumstances, and 

passions. Is naming these different kinds of callings helpful? What is at risk if we don’t 

rightly order these callings?  

 

3. Have you ever wrestled with discerning God’s will, or trying to figure out your calling? 

Was that difficult or straightforward? Has that looked differently for you at various life 

stages?  

 

4. Building off the work of Dr. Robert Stackpole, the sermon used the analogy of docking a 

boat at night to help us think through our contingent callings. What did you think of this 

way of processing contingent calling through the four lights (personal passion, 

giftings/skill, life circumstances, wise community/mentors)?  

 

5. One idea to help us discern and live into our contingent callings is to gather folks at our 

church together that work in a similar field. For example, gathering all the educators 

together to talk through how they live out God’s calling in their workplace. The same 

could be done for entrepreneurs, or tradespeople, or homemakers, or any profession. 

What might be the benefits of this?  

 

6. Did any other ideas come up for you as you listened to the sermon that we might be able 

to implement in the life of SCC to help us discern and live into our contingent callings?  

 


